
RTC Library Search Tips: Using Google Advanced Search to Get Better Results 

  

Introduction to the problem: 
For serious academic research, the regular Google site is often not a good choice.  However, 

Google is often good for less formal research, or to start getting ideas.   
  

Google is, of course, a business.  Matters relating to commerce often cause results to rise to 

the top: for instance, the more money an advertiser pays to Google, the earlier their links 

appear in the results.      

 

Example: 
Sonam and Tshering are thinking of doing research on the fruit known as sea buckthorn (or 

seabuckthorn) in Bhutan.  They haven't yet decided whether they want to focus on how the 

new industry has helped village economies, how products are developed from it, or 

something else. 
  
They type sea buckthorn Bhutan into Google. Let’s look at the earliest results – the first six 

results are all from sellers of sea buckthorn products. This is very helpful if they want to 

know how people are advertising such products, but not helpful for many other research 

questions. (For example, they can see advertisers' claims about health benefits, but they need 

to see original studies to do proper research on such a topic.) 

 



The first five results, seen above, are all from vendors who want to sell us their products. 

Starting with the seventh result on page 1, they find much better sources of information: 

Kuensel, The Bhutanese, etc.  However, the results are still very mixed.  On page 2, more 

advertisers appear.   
  

(By the way, research shows that the first page of results, which includes 10 sites, receives 

95% of web traffic on Google!  Most people don't have the patience to look at many pages of 

results, or don’t realize that later results can sometimes be better.) 
  
What if Sonam wants to focus on non-profit organizations or university research on sea 

buckthorn?  Or she wants to find some Bhutanese government reports with data about the 

new industries?  It's not perfect, but there is an easy way to help filter out results that don't 

relate to these questions, using Google's Advanced Search 

https://www.google.com/advanced_search 
  
In the next illustration, you will see where Sonam and Tshering can enter this information, 

highlighted in orange.  They can limit their results to sites ending in .org for the first question, 

.edu for the second question, or gov.bt for the third question.  If they want to try all 

possibilities at once, it is more complex.  They will need to type the following in the main 

search box: 
sea buckthorn bhutan site:.edu OR site:.org OR site:.gov.bt     

 
 

Some results from the last search are in the last screenshot.  As you can see, these are much 

better, and will help the students to focus on their main areas of interest. 
 

https://www.google.com/advanced_search
http://gov.bt/
http://gov.bt/


 


